A CON MAN who wants 0
people he likes is quite a hit

nly to ‘communicate with ;
in Berkeley. Page 4.

By Tim Reiterman ¢ ]
. Frank J Moore is a most

unusual con man. He uses his oil-
paintings,'his plays, his writings

and his counseling workshops to
con people into becoming close to
him and to each other. - . .

Perhaps the most unusual
thing about the 30-year-old Berke-
ley counselor is that he can't talk or
walk, and never has.

him to a motorized wheelchair
which he guides with a pointer
strapped 'to his head. He “speaks”
through the same pointer by pain-
stakingly spelling out sentences on
a lap tray painted with letters,
common words, numbers and for

frustrating moments.

But he communicates with
such clarity that 22 people attend
his weekly workshop and come to
him individually during the week
for counseling in a storefront loose-
Iy called “The Church of Inter-
relations.”

“I-started the workshop just to
be with people whom I wanted to
be with in an intense and Intimate
way, those with whom, I wanted to
play,” Moare typed with his point-
er. “I demand of everyone who
comes to see me that they can fly
among people, fly naked and free.
Flying means getting close to peo-
ple without being afraid you will
lose yourself, or get trapped or get
used or get hurt.”

To accomplish this, he directs
the group to do various “exercises.”
These range from one in which the
people are naked and press their
palms together to another in which
people demand that a group mem-
ber do something such as sing or
dance.

“Frank directs it, but he's part
of it,” said 24-year-old Mary Sulli-
van, one of the workshop members.
“It's fun to watch him do it and
move, We usually are clothed, but
you pever know what's going to
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He does things usually with a
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* A con man who just wants

Cerebral palsy has confined

+lot of humor when he points out
* sensitive things in other people.

Last night, someone got 50 angry at |

him that the person called him an

xxxxxxx. Frank just laughed.” - y

The members of the group get

- -go familiar and comfortable with

each other that they sometimes
tease him more about his handicap.
That closeness Is exactly what he
wants. - -

“I'm doing exactly what T've

always wanted,” Moore related in
an interview at the carpeted work-
shop. “We try to break taboos,
particularly ‘the idea that being
dependent on other people is bad.”

Since  his " brain damage at
birth, Moore has known what de-
pendence can mean. The Ohio-born

" son of an Air Force career man, he
was often unable to attend schools
for the handicapped, so his mother
tutored him at home. And when he
was 16 he concieived of his “talking
board,” but it took him a year to get
someone to build it

. Armed with that and his own
ingenuity he went off to college. “T
was a journalism major at Cal State

San Bernardino,” he related. 1.

"I graduated from the Univer-
sity of New Mexico in 1872 To get
class notes, I gave classmates car-
bon paper and got copies of theirs.
For exams, I sometimes took a
typewriter to class, and sometimes [
was allowed to take my tests
home.™ !

. Moore hitchhiked to the East
Coast where he met his wife Debbie
at a Masschusetts commune and put
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to communicate .
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Examinar Pholo by Mike Musura

Frank Moore types out a message to his assistant, Nina Feldman, at his storefront “church”

counseling clientele, charging any-
where from $2 to $24 an hour
depending or ability to pay. 1

“I recruited people for the
workshops, by just starting conver-
sations with them on the street,”
Moore related. “I was admitting my
need for people. But I screened the

ldemandof allthat .
they fly among people’ ’

on the first of his ritual plays in
New York

The Moores, who now have a 2-
year-old son, migrated to Berkeley
where Frank earned a masters
degree in psychology and built a

people for epeness, slowness and
softeness, for the workshops and
for the plays”

Group members even recall
that Moore sometimes sat outside
the plays szing up people and

charging those with inhibitions $3
Eﬂ those without inhibitions only

Generally using actors from
the counseling workshop, he has

put on about nine plays. About a .

month ago, one was performed at
the Cat's Paw Palace for a Berkeley
theater festival.

Here's how a play called “Ar-
rangement™ begins: .

“Everyone lies silently on the
floor. Then they rise one at a time
and move in slow motion to the
highest places in the room. As they
move, they say many names very
quietly — their own names, names
of others in the workshop, mystical
names, names of the dead, pames of
friends or enemies. They speak in
glow motion as i they are under
water...."

Although there sometimes is
nudity in the plays or exercises,

there never is sexuality or aggres- -

sion. In fact, one of the “commit-
ments” that workshop members
must make is celibacy outside
marriage.

“Almost invariably sex confus-

es a relationship and makes people -

feel closer than they really are”.

said Moore's assistant, Nina Feld-
man, a 30-year-old with a masters
degree in psychology.

“And in the workshop, if peo-
ple are on the make, it destroys the
feeling of trust and openness.

“There's nothing sexual in the
workshops but we surrénder our-
selves In a physical way. People get
past Frank's weird looks and get
physical with him; they get past
eanventions™ ;



